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to his own profound sagacity he told him that the cessation
of the attacks on him in the English Press had made
him think that something was in the air, and here it was,
an offer of a * treaty of alliance with England.' This
offer was 'urgently renewed/ but 'by his commands
coolly and dilatorily answered in a colourless manner/
For the third time (all this apparently taking place within
a month) the proposal was made, ' putting a certain short
term to my definite answer, and accompanied by such
enormous offers showing a wide and great future opening
for my country that I think it my duty to Germany duly
to reflect before I answer.'

A slight qualm of dizziness is excusable. Chamberlain's
conversations with Hatzfeldt were merely exploratory,
but the Emperor solemnly informed the Tsar that the
Colonial Secretary had made offers of an alliance to the
German Ambassador on his own initiative and twice
urgently renewed them with magnificent promises of
colonial concessions and a request for an immediate
reply. He knew this was not true, and what could
have been the object of so fantastic a fairy-tale ? We find
the answer towards the end of this remarkable letter.
He wrote:

' What the tendence (sic) of this Alliance is, you will
well understand, as I am informed that the Alliance is to be
with the Triple Alliance and with the addition of Japan
and America, with whom pourparlers have already been
opened! What the chances are for us in refusing or
accepting you may calculate yourself !

' Now as my old and trusted friend / beg you to tell me what
you can offer me and will do if I refuse. Before I take my
final decision and send my answer in this difficult
position I must be able to see clearly, and clear and open